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16.—Ratio of Bank Reserves to Net Liabilities,! calendar years, 1901-1934.

Nore.—The statistics in thiz table are based upon the averages of the monthly returns in each year.
Figures for 1892-1%00 will be found at p. 874 of the 1927-28 Year Book.
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Subsection 2,—The Individual Chartered Banks of Canada.l

During the period from 1881 to 1901, the number of chartered banks doing
business in Canada under the Bank Act remained almost the same, 36 in 1881
ard 1891, and 34 in 1901, but during the present century there has been in banlk-
ing, as in industry, an era of amalgamations, the mumber of banks having
dropped to 25 in 1913 and to 11 in December, 1830. That this has been far
from involving a curtailment of banking facilities is seen in Table 10, which
shows the development of the banking business since 1867, and in Table 17,
which compares the number of branch banks existing in Canada at different
periods, showing a growth from 123 at Confederation to 4,083 inclusive of sub-
agencies at Dec. 31, 1930, besides 182 branches in other countries. Table 18
gives the number of branches of the various banks, by provinees, as at Dec.
31, 1930, while Table 19 contains the statistics of branches of Canadian banks
doing busginess outside of Canada, an extension of Canadian banking (more
especially to Newfoundland and the West Indies) which has proceeded very
rapidly in recent years.
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